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PARTICIPANTS

Steve Austen is an entrepreneur, publicist, lecturer, innovator, and 
president of FMCC. Together with Linda Bouws he organised ECoC 
Amsterdam 1987. Since then, he has developed numerous internafional 
inifiafives fostering intellectual exchange and polifical engagement to shape 
the future of Europe. These alliances between art and cultural insfitufions, 
science, and cifizenship have always been inspired by the concept of ‘the 
Arfist as Cifizen’. Key words are social responsibility, acfive cifizenship, 
European cifizenship, and innovafion. He is a senator of ECP, and a founding 
member of the European House for Culture EEIG.

After working in Barcelona and Amsterdam in the field of intercultural 
communicafion, educafion and translafion, e.g. for the EU Court of Jusfice, 
Frederike Beltjes joined the board of Felix Merifis Connecfing Cultures 
(FMCC). As a researcher, editor and as a member of the programme team, 
she specialises in complex proposals on democracy and acfive cifizenship in 
a cultural and European legal context.

Linda Bouws is director of Metropool Internafional Art Projects, 
Amsterdam, and organises acfivifies around key issues in European society, 
to sfimulate independent thinking, networking and co-producfions in 
Europe and beyond. She is curator of the arts acfivifies of Joseph Sassoon 
Semah. From 2002 to 2014, she served as General Director of the Felix 
Merifis Foundafion in Amsterdam. Under her leadership, Felix Merifis 
became a dynamic internafional centre for arts, culture, and science. In 
2025, she published Neem me mee naar huis (take me home), a personal 
work about memory, loss, and the impact of war across generafions. She 
was co-organiser of ECoC 1987 and is vice president of FMCC. Linda Bouws 
is a founding member of the European House for Culture EEIG.

Oleksandr Butsenko is director of the NGO Development Centre 
‘Democracy through Culture’ in Kyiv, senior researcher and counsellor at 
the Ukrainian Academy of Arts, UNESCO global facilitator on intangible 
cultural heritage, acfing director of the Ukrainian Centre for Cultural 
Studies, adviser of Ukrainian Parliament on cultural issues, independent 
expert in the field of cultural policy and a member of ECP. He is a writer, 
translator, art crific, teacher and journalist. He has published numerous 
papers and is acfively involved in various partnerships within Ukraine and 
worldwide on the safeguarding and role of living heritage in armed conflict 
situafions. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/steve-austen-780b605/?originalSubdomain=nl
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Valentyna Demian is vice director of the NGO ‘Democracy through Culture’, 
Kyiv, Head of the Expert Council for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage, scienfific researcher at the Insfitute for Cultural Research of the 
Nafional Academy of Arts of Ukraine. She is acfively involved in various 
collaborafions on the safeguarding and role of living heritage in armed 
conflict situafions, is the author of numerous publicafions, the most recent 
of which include: ‘Threats to intangible cultural heritage and ways of its 
protecfion: the experience of Ukraine’ and ‘Intangible cultural heritage in 
nafional and internafional legislafion’.

Freek van Duijn has decades of experience as a concert hall and theatre 
director, cultural intendant and business leader and coach of several 
theatre groups. He was involved in ECoC Leeuwarden-Fryslân 2018. In 2002 
he founded his training & consultancy firm Frame BV, and he uses his broad 
experfise to support cultural organisafions and urban renewal projects with 
his extensive knowledge of arfisfic processes, entrepreneurship and 
organisafional development. He has specialised in guiding young arfists, 
parficularly in the field of urban culture in the Netherlands. In 2025 he 
joined the board of Felix Merifis Connecfing Cultures.

Hugo de Greef is a culture entrepreneur, founder of internafional European 
inifiafives in performing arts producfion and wrifing. From 1977 to 1997 he 
was director of the Brussels ‘Kaaitheater’. In 2008 he inifiated the first 
version of EHfC. Among his most recent inifiafives are ‘De School van 
Gaasbeek’, a Brussels Arfist Residency, and the ‘House of Herman Teirlinck’, 
revitalising the writers’ home and hosfing music and literary performances. 
In 2024 he received the Flemish medal of honour ‘Marnixring’ for his 
dedicafion and achievements as an influenfial pioneer in the world of 
performing arts. He was organiser of ECoC Bruges 2002. Hugo de Greef is a 
founding member of the European House for Culture EEIG.

With her mulfifaceted contribufions to art, acfivism, architecture/urban 
planning, music and polifics, Eliza Hoxha has left an indelible mark on the 
cultural and social development of Kosovo. As an architect, lector, arfist and 
MP for the Democrafic Party, she is commifted to human rights, jusfice and 
historical awareness, drawing parficular aftenfion to the rights of female 
and male vicfims of sexual abuse during the war in Kosovo and the fate of 
the more than 1,600 people who have been missing since the war. In 2018 
she was curator for the Kosovo Pavilion at the Venice Biennial for 
Architecture. She is a member of ECP.

Chrisfian Johann holds a doctorate in history, is director of the European 
Academy Berlin, and member of various boards and advisory councils in the 
field of internafional encounter and polifical educafion. As part of the 
speakers’ pool of the Federal Agency for Civic Educafion, he regularly gives 
lectures on democracy. As an expert on the topics of European integrafion, 
internafional organisafions, democracy and polifical educafion, he is a 
sought-after discussion partner for polificians and the press in Germany and 
beyond. Chrisfian Johann is a founding member of the European House for 
Culture EEIG.
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Miguel Ángel Marfín Ramos is president of the Cooperafion Network of 
Routes of Emperor Charles V – Cultural Route of the Council of Europe. He 
is also Head for European Affairs and Brussels Delegafion of the European 
and Ibero-American Academy of Yuste Foundafion, responsible for cultural, 
educafion, youth, equal opportunifies, cifizenship and social policies in the 
Delegafion of Extremadura region in Brussels. He has coordinated at 
internafional level many courses, congresses, debates, academic research 
projects, exhibifions, concerts, and the European Carlos V Award. Miguel-
Ángel is vice-president of the Jean Monnet Associafion, and honorary and 
founding member of the European Insfitute Jean Monnet in México.

Akudo Kyoshia McGee is an advocacy professional, policy advisor and 
human rights & digital rights expert. She is Head of the Netherlands 
Chapter of the pan-European think-do tank 89 Inifiafive, which aims to 
reinvigorate the EU and focuses on democrafic parficipafion, migrafion, 
climate change, educafion and entrepreneurship. Previously, she worked as 
an advocacy and communicafions officer at The London Story. In 2024 
Akudo received her doctorate from Maastricht University with her thesis on 
civic mobilisafion in Poland in defence of rule of law and human rights. Art 
projects and powerful symbols designed by arfists were crucial in fighfing 
for democracy. In that same year, Akudo joined the Curatorium of Felix 
Merifis Connecfing Cultures.

Anja Medved is a mulfi award winning Slovenian documentary film director 
and screenwriter focusing on divided memory and the construcfion of 
idenfifies. Since 2007, she has been leading a project to collect cross-border 
memories between Gorizia and Nova Gorica within the cross-border 
organisafion Kinoatelje. She is a co-founder of KINOkašča / CINEMaftic 
Insfitute, a film producfion and memory preservafion insfitute based near 
Nova Gorica. She has directed over 25 documentaries and video-works both 
independently and together with her mother, Nadja Velušček, dealing with 
the impact of the imposed borderline on the locals’ lives. Their latest film 
Forget me not is a search for the lost memories of the Second World War.

Mario Neve is full professor of Geography at the Department of Cultural 
Heritage at Campus Ravenna, University of Bologna, with a special focus on 
interdisciplinarity and internafionalisafion, and the role of cultural heritage 
in the development of informed cifizenship. One of his areas of research is 
the relafionship between maps, landscapes and idenfifies in a European 
context. He works currently as a visifing professor at the Vienna Technical 
University, Insfitute for Architectural Studies.

Anika Reichwald is curator of the permanent exhibifion at the Jewish 
Museum Berlin. Previously, she worked for almost ten years at the Jewish 
Museum Hohenems, Austria, as Curator and Head of Archives and 
Collecfions. The last exhibifions she curated there were ‘Yalla - Arabic-
Jewish Encounters’, about the centuries-long history of Arab-Jewish cultures 
and coexistence, and ‘A Place of Our Own’, in cooperafion with the Jewish 
Museum of Amsterdam, about four young Palesfinian women in Tel Aviv. In 
2016, she received her doctorate from the leading research university ETH 
Zurich with her thesis ‘The Phantasm of Assimilafion - Interpretafions of the 
Jewish in the German Fantasy 1890-1930’.
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Nikolaus Rexroth, who studied piano and musicology, has performed as a 
soloist and chamber musician at renowned fesfivals and concert halls. In 
2013 he co-founded the Russian-German Music Academy, jointly with his 
mother Tatjana Rexroth. Since 2014 he has collaborated with the Berlin-
based cultural company RCCR Projects, where he developed numerous 
innovafive concert and fesfival formats, including mulfiple award-winning 
digital projects. In 2020, Rexroth founded the interdisciplinary fesfival Into 
the Open, which has grown into a European fesfival with support from the 
European Union since 2024. This ‘music fesfival of the new generafion’ 
connects across nafional borders and genres and aims to make music 
accessible to all people and engage in controversial discussions on current 
societal issues. Since 2024, he is Head of Finance and Administrafion at the 
Deutsches Symphonie-Orchester Berlin.

Tatjana Rexroth studied piano and musicology at the St. Petersburg 
Conservatory and came to Bonn in the 1980s to complete her thesis. She 
has made a significant personal contribufion to raising awareness of 
contemporary Russian composers in Germany and vice versa. She now lives 
in Berlin, where in 2012 she founded the internafional cultural organisafion 
RCCR Projects. In 2013 she co-founded the Russian-German Music 
Academy, which focused on musical collaborafion between young Russian 
and German classical musicians. Since 2020, Tatjana has been acfively 
involved as a curator in the interdisciplinary fesfival Into the Open, founded 
by her son Nikolaus Rexroth. She is a member of ECP.

Annefte Riedel is a freelance journalist and moderator. She moderates 
interviews and panel discussions with leading polificians and renowned 
nafional and internafional entrepreneurs, arfists, and scienfists for radio 
and TV programs. From 2012 to 2017, she was the Brussels correspondent 
for Deutschlandradio, and from 2007 to 2012, she was the editorial director 
at Deutschlandfunk Kultur.

Vladimir Shalamov, entrepreneur and journalist, left Moscow for Berlin in 
2022, where he and his wife founded prometheus.shop and the gallery All 
Rights Reversed, a community of contemporary Russian arfists taking a 
stand against the war in Ukraine and Pufin’s regime. They have organised 
numerous exhibifions of anfi-war and protest art across Europe. In 2024 he 
curated the first mayor exhibifion Arfists against the Kremlin, vol. 1 in 
Amsterdam, followed in 2025 by its second edifion Virus - Arfists against 
the Kremlin, vol. 2, which brought together arfists who speak out against 
Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/nikolaus-rexroth-122318255/?originalSubdomain=de
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Kaja Širok is an independent museum consultant. She was acfive in the 
preparatory group for the European Capital of Culture GO!2025 and works 
as a lecturer in the field of cultural history at the University of Nova Gorica. 
From 2022-2024, she was State Secretary at the Office of the Prime 
Minister, Republic of Slovenia. For ten years, she was director of Museum of 
Contemporary History of Slovenia. She is a member of the Academic 
Council of the House of European History in Brussels and, since 2022, a 
member of the Execufive Board of ICOM.

Corina Şuteu is an internafional cultural policies expert, cultural 
entrepreneur, and project curator and a former Minister of Culture in 
Romania. She set up the first regional training programme in cultural 
management for Eastern European professionals, ECUMEST, focussed on 
promofing democrafic values through cultural acfion. She was the director 
of the Romanian Cultural Insfitute in New York for six years. She published 
numerous arficles on cultural policies and management, as well as ‘Another 
Brick in the Wall: a crifical review of cultural management educafion in 
Europe’. Currently, she is president and co-producer of the Making Waves 
and fARAD film fesfivals and curator of the alternafive space Insula 42.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/kaja-%C5%A1irok-b1799b120/?originalSubdomain=si
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