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PARTICIPANTS

Steve Austen is an entrepreneur, publicist, lecturer, innovator, and
president of FMCC. Together with Linda Bouws he organised ECoC
Amsterdam 1987. Since then, he has developed numerous international
initiatives fostering intellectual exchange and political engagement to shape
the future of Europe. These alliances between art and cultural institutions,
science, and citizenship have always been inspired by the concept of ‘the
Artist as Citizen’. Key words are social responsibility, active citizenship,
European citizenship, and innovation. He is a senator of ECP, and a founding
member of the European House for Culture EEIG.

After working in Barcelona and Amsterdam in the field of intercultural
communication, education and translation, e.g. for the EU Court of Justice,
Frederike Beltjes joined the board of Felix Meritis Connecting Cultures
(FMCC). As a researcher, editor and as a member of the programme team,
she specialises in complex proposals on democracy and active citizenship in
a cultural and European legal context.

Linda Bouws is director of Metropool International Art Projects,
Amsterdam, and organises activities around key issues in European society,
to stimulate independent thinking, networking and co-productions in
Europe and beyond. She is curator of the arts activities of Joseph Sassoon
Semah. From 2002 to 2014, she served as General Director of the Felix
Meritis Foundation in Amsterdam. Under her leadership, Felix Meritis
became a dynamic international centre for arts, culture, and science. In
2025, she published Neem me mee naar huis (take me home), a personal
work about memory, loss, and the impact of war across generations. She
was co-organiser of ECoC 1987 and is vice president of FMCC. Linda Bouws
is a founding member of the European House for Culture EEIG.

Oleksandr Butsenko is director of the NGO Development Centre
‘Democracy through Culture’ in Kyiv, senior researcher and counsellor at
the Ukrainian Academy of Arts, UNESCO global facilitator on intangible
cultural heritage, acting director of the Ukrainian Centre for Cultural
Studies, adviser of Ukrainian Parliament on cultural issues, independent
expert in the field of cultural policy and a member of ECP. He is a writer,
translator, art critic, teacher and journalist. He has published numerous
papers and is actively involved in various partnerships within Ukraine and
worldwide on the safeguarding and role of living heritage in armed conflict
situations.
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Valentyna Demian is vice director of the NGO ‘Democracy through Culture’,
Kyiv, Head of the Expert Council for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural
Heritage, scientific researcher at the Institute for Cultural Research of the
National Academy of Arts of Ukraine. She is actively involved in various
collaborations on the safeguarding and role of living heritage in armed
conflict situations, is the author of numerous publications, the most recent
of which include: ‘Threats to intangible cultural heritage and ways of its
protection: the experience of Ukraine’ and ‘Intangible cultural heritage in
national and international legislation’.

Freek van Duijn has decades of experience as a concert hall and theatre
director, cultural intendant and business leader and coach of several
theatre groups. He was involved in ECoC Leeuwarden-Fryslan 2018. In 2002
he founded his training & consultancy firm Frame BV, and he uses his broad
expertise to support cultural organisations and urban renewal projects with
his extensive knowledge of artistic processes, entrepreneurship and
organisational development. He has specialised in guiding young artists,
particularly in the field of urban culture in the Netherlands. In 2025 he
joined the board of Felix Meritis Connecting Cultures.

Hugo de Greef is a culture entrepreneur, founder of international European
initiatives in performing arts production and writing. From 1977 to 1997 he
was director of the Brussels ‘Kaaitheater’. In 2008 he initiated the first
version of EHfC. Among his most recent initiatives are ‘De School van
Gaasbeek’, a Brussels Artist Residency, and the ‘House of Herman Teirlinck’,
revitalising the writers’ home and hosting music and literary performances.
In 2024 he received the Flemish medal of honour ‘Marnixring’ for his
dedication and achievements as an influential pioneer in the world of
performing arts. He was organiser of ECoC Bruges 2002. Hugo de Greefis a
founding member of the European House for Culture EEIG.

With her multifaceted contributions to art, activism, architecture/urban
planning, music and politics, Eliza Hoxha has left an indelible mark on the
cultural and social development of Kosovo. As an architect, lector, artist and
MP for the Democratic Party, she is committed to human rights, justice and
historical awareness, drawing particular attention to the rights of female
and male victims of sexual abuse during the war in Kosovo and the fate of
the more than 1,600 people who have been missing since the war. In 2018
she was curator for the Kosovo Pavilion at the Venice Biennial for
Architecture. She is a member of ECP.

Christian Johann holds a doctorate in history, is director of the European
Academy Berlin, and member of various boards and advisory councils in the
field of international encounter and political education. As part of the
speakers’ pool of the Federal Agency for Civic Education, he regularly gives
lectures on democracy. As an expert on the topics of European integration,
international organisations, democracy and political education, he is a
sought-after discussion partner for politicians and the press in Germany and
beyond. Christian Johann is a founding member of the European House for
Culture EEIG.
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Miguel Angel Martin Ramos is president of the Cooperation Network of
Routes of Emperor Charles V — Cultural Route of the Council of Europe. He
is also Head for European Affairs and Brussels Delegation of the European
and Ibero-American Academy of Yuste Foundation, responsible for cultural,
education, youth, equal opportunities, citizenship and social policies in the
Delegation of Extremadura region in Brussels. He has coordinated at
international level many courses, congresses, debates, academic research
projects, exhibitions, concerts, and the European Carlos V Award. Miguel-
Angel is vice-president of the Jean Monnet Association, and honorary and
founding member of the European Institute Jean Monnet in México.

Akudo Kyoshia McGee is an advocacy professional, policy advisor and
human rights & digital rights expert. She is Head of the Netherlands
Chapter of the pan-European think-do tank 89 Initiative, which aims to
reinvigorate the EU and focuses on democratic participation, migration,
climate change, education and entrepreneurship. Previously, she worked as
an advocacy and communications officer at The London Story. In 2024
Akudo received her doctorate from Maastricht University with her thesis on
civic mobilisation in Poland in defence of rule of law and human rights. Art
projects and powerful symbols designed by artists were crucial in fighting
for democracy. In that same year, Akudo joined the Curatorium of Felix
Meritis Connecting Cultures.

Anja Medved is a multi award winning Slovenian documentary film director
and screenwriter focusing on divided memory and the construction of
identities. Since 2007, she has been leading a project to collect cross-border
memories between Gorizia and Nova Gorica within the cross-border
organisation Kinoatelje. She is a co-founder of KINOkas¢a / CINEMattic
Institute, a film production and memory preservation institute based near
Nova Gorica. She has directed over 25 documentaries and video-works both
independently and together with her mother, Nadja Veluscéek, dealing with
the impact of the imposed borderline on the locals’ lives. Their latest film
Forget me not is a search for the lost memories of the Second World War.

Mario Neve is full professor of Geography at the Department of Cultural
Heritage at Campus Ravenna, University of Bologna, with a special focus on
interdisciplinarity and internationalisation, and the role of cultural heritage
in the development of informed citizenship. One of his areas of research is
the relationship between maps, landscapes and identities in a European
context. He works currently as a visiting professor at the Vienna Technical
University, Institute for Architectural Studies.

Anika Reichwald is curator of the permanent exhibition at the Jewish
Museum Berlin. Previously, she worked for almost ten years at the Jewish
Museum Hohenems, Austria, as Curator and Head of Archives and
Collections. The last exhibitions she curated there were ‘Yalla - Arabic-
Jewish Encounters’, about the centuries-long history of Arab-Jewish cultures
and coexistence, and ‘A Place of Our Own’, in cooperation with the Jewish
Museum of Amsterdam, about four young Palestinian women in Tel Aviv. In
2016, she received her doctorate from the leading research university ETH
Zurich with her thesis ‘The Phantasm of Assimilation - Interpretations of the
Jewish in the German Fantasy 1890-1930’.
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Nikolaus Rexroth, who studied piano and musicology, has performed as a
soloist and chamber musician at renowned festivals and concert halls. In
2013 he co-founded the Russian-German Music Academy;, jointly with his
mother Tatjana Rexroth. Since 2014 he has collaborated with the Berlin-
based cultural company RCCR Projects, where he developed numerous
innovative concert and festival formats, including multiple award-winning
digital projects. In 2020, Rexroth founded the interdisciplinary festival Into
the Open, which has grown into a European festival with support from the
European Union since 2024. This ‘music festival of the new generation’
connects across national borders and genres and aims to make music
accessible to all people and engage in controversial discussions on current
societal issues. Since 2024, he is Head of Finance and Administration at the
Deutsches Symphonie-Orchester Berlin.

Tatjana Rexroth studied piano and musicology at the St. Petersburg
Conservatory and came to Bonn in the 1980s to complete her thesis. She
has made a significant personal contribution to raising awareness of
contemporary Russian composers in Germany and vice versa. She now lives
in Berlin, where in 2012 she founded the international cultural organisation
RCCR Projects. In 2013 she co-founded the Russian-German Music
Academy, which focused on musical collaboration between young Russian
and German classical musicians. Since 2020, Tatjana has been actively
involved as a curator in the interdisciplinary festival Into the Open, founded
by her son Nikolaus Rexroth. She is a member of ECP.

Annette Riedel is a freelance journalist and moderator. She moderates
interviews and panel discussions with leading politicians and renowned
national and international entrepreneurs, artists, and scientists for radio
and TV programs. From 2012 to 2017, she was the Brussels correspondent
for Deutschlandradio, and from 2007 to 2012, she was the editorial director
at Deutschlandfunk Kultur.

Vladimir Shalamov, entrepreneur and journalist, left Moscow for Berlin in
2022, where he and his wife founded prometheus.shop and the gallery All
Rights Reversed, a community of contemporary Russian artists taking a
stand against the war in Ukraine and Putin’s regime. They have organised
numerous exhibitions of anti-war and protest art across Europe. In 2024 he
curated the first mayor exhibition Artists against the Kremlin, vol. 1 in
Amsterdam, followed in 2025 by its second edition Virus - Artists against
the Kremlin, vol. 2, which brought together artists who speak out against
Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine.
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Kaja Sirok is an independent museum consultant. She was active in the
preparatory group for the European Capital of Culture GO!2025 and works
as a lecturer in the field of cultural history at the University of Nova Gorica.
From 2022-2024, she was State Secretary at the Office of the Prime
Minister, Republic of Slovenia. For ten years, she was director of Museum of
Contemporary History of Slovenia. She is a member of the Academic
Council of the House of European History in Brussels and, since 2022, a
member of the Executive Board of ICOM.

Corina Suteu is an international cultural policies expert, cultural
entrepreneur, and project curator and a former Minister of Culture in
Romania. She set up the first regional training programme in cultural
management for Eastern European professionals, ECUMEST, focussed on
promoting democratic values through cultural action. She was the director
of the Romanian Cultural Institute in New York for six years. She published
numerous articles on cultural policies and management, as well as ‘Another
Brick in the Wall: a critical review of cultural management education in
Europe’. Currently, she is president and co-producer of the Making Waves
and fARAD film festivals and curator of the alternative space Insula 42.
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